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Prudent Use of Antimicrobials

Norio HIRAYAMA

Research Institute for Animal Science in Biochemistry & Toxicology,
3-7-11, Hashimotodai, Sagamihara-shi, Kanagawa 229-1132, Japan

The Guideline for Prudent and Responsible Use of Antimicrobials for Veterinarians (Draft) has been compiled to

help veterinarians to minimize the possible human health risk from bacterial resistance that may develop from antimi-

crobial use in livestock animals.The guideline principles and veterinarian’s responsibilities are:

1.

Provide guidance to producers on practicing the standards of rearing hygiene management.

2. Perform a clinical examination and diagnose immediately before the use of antimicrobials.
3.
4

. Take a comprehensive approach to antimicrobial selection by assessing conditions of the infectious disease

Know the current use of antimicrobial feed additives.

in question,antimicrobial effectiveness against the causative pathogen and the risk of residual drug. The first
choice must be the antimicrobial agent with a narrow spectrum of activity.Fluoroquinolones should be used

only for the treatment of infections that are refractory to the first-line choices.

. Use a minimally required dosage for the required time period based on a thorough review of label directions,

dosage, indications and withdrawal period.

6. Extralabel drug use is not recommended.

7 . Non-therapeutic,prophylactic use of antimicrobials intended for disease prevention should be strictly exercised

under controlled conditions.

. Therapeutic use of antimicrobials intended for prevention of dissemination of an existing infectious disease

should be minimized and exercised only after a comprehensive assessment.

. Do not use combination antimicrobial therapy unless absolutely necessary.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Do not use antimicrobials that are not approved for use in Japan.
Consider fluid replacement or other supportive therapy according to the clinical conditions.
Perform antimicrobial susceptibility testing whenever possible.

Share information on antimicrobials among veterinarians.
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